
Guided Farm Visits at Frogmary Green Farm 

 

 

 

‘Children of all ages can benefit enormously from visiting a working farm. From providing a 
stimulating, hands-on experience for Early Years right through to a practical demonstration 

of some career options for post 16s, there is something for all ages and abilities. Getting 
children out into the countryside also has wider community benefits.’  

Linking Environment and Farming (LEAF) 2015 

 

What will the day look like? 

During their visit school children can explore the areas of Frogmary Green Farm that are 
related to food, farming and renewable energy.  In addition, children will be encouraged to 
connect with the countryside around them and find out how farmers support the natural 
world. 

Chickens 

The farmers want visitors to see how their chickens live, so they have built a chicken 
house with a public viewing gallery. Children will be given the opportunity to: 

• See where the chickens live 
• find out about how the farm provides the best environment for the chickens 
• think about what chickens need to grow strong and healthy 

Tractors and Crops 

Currently, Frogmary Green farm 800 acres of arable crops such as wheat, fodder beet maize 
and grass leys for fodder to feed their renewable energy plant. Depending on the time of 



year, children will visit the fields, dig crops and have a chance to explore the wonderful 
range of tractors and farm machinery, providing they are not out and about in the fields.  

The Wildlife Area 

At Frogmary Green Farm the farmers have developed a conservation and wildlife area 
where they have planted trees and developed ponds which support the local eco system. 

Children will explore this area by taking part in a range of activities and games that are 
themed around the local environment and seasons. Activities might include:  focused 
activities themed around the wild animals that live on the farmland, natural habitats, 
identification of trees and wild flowers, pond dipping, bulb planting and the growing cycle. 

 

Renewables 

Frogmary Green hosts a range of renewable energy sources that make the farm sustainable 
and virtually self-sufficient. Children can have the opportunity to find out how the 
renewables work to reduce the farm’s carbon footprint. The renewables include; a 840kw 
biomass woodchip boilers, 50kw solar panels and a new anaerobic digester which is being 
developed to provide energy to go into the main grid. 

 

 



Frogmary Green Farm – Pre-visit information 

We want children to get the most out of their visit to Frogmary Green Farm so we have put 
together information that will help you prepare for your visit and what to expect on the day.  

Times: The guided farm visits run from 10am – 2pm with plenty of time for lunch and free-
play on the field. 

Group size: We offer farm visits to a maximum of 40 children. The Frogmary Green Farm 
Team want to ensure children get the most out of their farm experience. Having smaller 
group sizes means the team can really interact with every child and offer them the best 
learning experience. 

Contact details: When you book your farm visit we will need you to provide details of the 
lead teacher, who will be accompanying the children on the visit, plus details of your head 
teacher or another member of your SLT. This is in case a member of staff is absent and 
details need to be picked up by someone else. 

Workshop groups: On arrival children will be divided into groups (except in the case of very 
small schools). Children will stay in these groups as they attend workshops in different areas 
of the farm. We suggest that each member of school staff is allocated to a group of children. 
We recommend 2 accompanying adults per group of 10 children. 

 

Accompanying adults: Teachers and accompanying adults play a very important role in 
encouraging children to take an active part in the day. To help this, we expect that any 
accompanying adults will be provided with a copy or link to the pre-visit information before 
coming to the farm. We positively encourage children to ask questions and feel confident to 
express their ideas about farming, growing and the natural environment.  It makes a huge 
difference to their learning and experience if: 

• they have an opportunity to start thinking about their visit before they come to the 
farm 

• the adults around them fully engage in the day 



Clothes: Whatever the weather, we want everyone to have a good time so please remind 
children to come prepared for all seasons. We recommend warm clothing, wellies and 
waterproofs, if it’s cold or wet, and sunhats and protective clothing if it’s sunny. Children 
should expect to get a bit muddy so not to wear anything too smart! 

Safety: Frogmary Green Farm is a working farm so we need children to be safe at all times. 
When walking to workshops and moving around the farm we request that children remain 
behind the workshop lead at all times and, where possible, be organised into pairs. 

Behaviour: The team at Frogmary Green want every child to fully enjoy their day. Teaching 
staff are reminded that the children they bring to the farm are their responsibility and staff 
will be expected to help the children to manage appropriate behaviour throughout the day. 

Pre-visit Meeting: To prepare for your visit, you may wish to conduct an onsite risk 
assessment. Frogmary Green Farm offers schools an opportunity to visit the farm before 
their trip. Details of the pre-visit meetings are on the booking form. 

Lunchtime: If the weather is fine, children will have their lunch on the field otherwise they 
will eat inside the conference space.  

Toilets: Toilets are available in the main building and children should be accompanied by a 
member of school staff. Children should wash their hands before lunch. 

 

Contact details for farm visits: 

Jane Kayley – Play Development Worker 

Somerset Play Forum 

Jane.kayley@toneleisure.com 
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School visits to Frogmary Green Farm 

Sample plan of the day 

 

Usually we split school parties into smaller groups of 10 -20 children (max) for activities. Activities 
are run as a carousel so that all children sample each activity during the course of the day. This is a 
summary of the activities one group might typically expect during the course of a day’s visit. 

Times Activity Summary 
10.00 – 10.15 Arrival and welcome Children will be welcomed by the Farm Team 

who will introduce themselves.  
Children and leaders are briefed about 
keeping safe on the farm, toilets and hand 
washing. They will also be given an 
opportunity to ask questions about the day. 

10.15 – 10.55 WORKHOP 1 
Wildlife walk and exploration 

activity 

Wildlife and outdoor learning – at Frogmary 
Green Farm we have developed a 
conservation and wildlife area where we 
have planted trees and developed ponds 
which support the local eco system. 
We will support children to explore this area 
with a range of activities including; nature 
and seasonal themed activities, exploration 
and/or discovery of flora and fauna. 

10.55 – 11.15 BREAK Children will have an opportunity to enjoy a 
drink, snack (brought from school/home) and 
to use the toilets and handwashing facilities. 

11.15 – 11.55 WORKSHOP 2 
A visit to the chicken housing 

We want our visitors to see how our chickens 
live, so our newest chicken house has a 
viewing gallery. Children will be given the 
opportunity to find out about how we 
provide the best environment for the 
chickens.  We will discover what chickens 
need to help them grow and compare this to 
what the children have at home to help them 
grow. 

11.55 – 12.20 WORKSHOP 3 
Planting and growing food 

Children experience growing food for 
themselves through the planting of seeds, 
beans or potatoes. They discover more about 
farmer’s role in producing food and think 
about the science involved in helping plants 
thrive. 

12.20 – 1.05 LUNCH and PLAYTIME Children enjoy their packed lunch (brought 
from home). If the weather is fine, we 
encourage the children to have lunch in the 
meadow and then have time for free play 
before the afternoon workshops.  If it is cold 
or wet we will stay inside and can provide 
organised play activities if required. 



1.05 – 1.25 WORKSHOP 4 
Crops farming and tractors 

Tractors and growing crops - currently we 
farm 800 acres of arable crops such as maize, 
wheat, fodder beet and grass leys to feed our 
renewable energy plant; a neighbouring 
farmer also uses some of the land to grow 
root vegetables. Depending on the time of 
year, children will visit the fields, dig crops 
and have a chance to explore our wonderful 
tractors (that is if they are not out working!) 

1.25 – 1.45 WORKSHOP 5 
Creative Nature 

This workshop utilises natural objects such as 
seeds, sticks, stones, grasses, sheep fleece 
etc.  Throughout the day the children will 
have been encouraged to notice and identify 
natural items. We end the day by discovering 
more about these items and practise ways in 
which they can be used creatively in some 
countryside crafts. 

1.45 – 2.00 Plenary session and farewells Children will be given a few minutes to ask 
any final questions and say goodbye to the 
Farm Team.  

2.00 Depart Chance to collect belongings and get onto the 
coach 

 

The times and activities are approximate and may vary depending on the group, weather 
or season. If schools have a particular topic that they would like us to link in with, then 
please mention this to Jane Kayley when you plan your visit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Directions to: 

Frogmary Green Farm,  

West Street, South Petherton, Somerset,  

TA13 5DJ 

Tel: 01460 242775 (Emergency only) 

 

Please do not use satellite navigation to get to the farm. The postcode is for the whole farm 
site and you could end up getting lost! 

 

From M5 Junction 25 (Taunton): 

· At motorway roundabout take A358 to Ilminster 
· Straight through Henlade 
· Across at the traffic lights at Thorn Falcon and follow road for about 8 miles 
· At roundabout take 1st exit onto A303 signposted to London 
· At next roundabout take 4th exit signposted to Ilminster (past an Esso garage on left) 
· do not turn off this road until next roundabout 
· At Lopenhead roundabout (with Lopen Raj restaurant on right) take 3rd exit into 

narrow lane 
· Follow this road under a bridge and 100m on left is entrance to the farm 
·  

FROM A303 London Direction: 

· Follow A303 to South Petherton roundabout. 
· At the roundabout take the 2nd exit signposted to Ilminster (past an Esso garage on 

left) 
· do not turn off this road until next roundabout 
· At Lopenhead roundabout (with Lopen Raj Restaurant on right) take 3rd exit into 

narrow lane 
· Follow this road under a bridge and 100m on left is entrance to the farm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


